VIRTUES OF THOUGHT (Nicomachean Ethics VI)

	Virtue of Thought
	Objects
	Grasps first principles
	Type of reasoning made excellent
	Aimed at results
	Aimed at results beyond agent

	Scientific knowledge

(episteme)
	Necessary, invariable
	No
	Demonstrative
	No
	-----

	Craft (techne2)
	Variable1
	Yes
	Deliberative5
	Yes
	Yes

	Understanding (nous)
	Necessary, invariable
	Yes
	None
	No
	-----

	Wisdom4 (sophia)
	Necessary, invariable
	Yes
	Demonstrative
	No
	-----

	Intelligence (phronesis3,6)
	Variable1
	Yes
	Deliberative5
	Yes
	No, at least not always


Notes:
1. Variable objects are things that could be otherwise; these are often things human beings are able to affect for better or worse.
2. Other translations for techne include “art,” “skill,” and “expertise.”
3. Other translations for phronesis include “prudence” and “practical wisdom.”

4. Wisdom is the combination of episteme and nous. Aristotle seems to be thinking of celestial physics when he speaks about wisdom here.
5. Deliberative reasoning involves making the right choice regarding what contributes to the end wished for. With techne, the end is something beyond the agent and his/her action. The choice itself directly affects action, which is “in our power.” The end is not always “in our power”: we may have to rely on the cooperation of others to achieve it or we may wish for it even if it is in fact out of our reach.

6. The phronimos (person with intelligence) must possess the moral virtues, even though phronesis is a virtue of thought, not a virtue of character in the strict sense.
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